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Current Issues in Homeland Security

Name

Institution

A. Identify the state or region in which you currently reside.

Houston Taxes

B. Describe at least three threats or hazards that might affect your state or region.

Among the most vulnerable crimes in Houston Taxes include crime. The threat by the international cartels, ruthless, and powerful criminal organizations battling with government of Mexico is a significant threat to the security in Taxes (Sui, 2008). Most of these cartels are involved in human smuggling and drug business along the United States-Mexico border where they ruthlessly carry out violence and murders in Taxes. Individual gangs have been identified as another form of threat within the state. Terrorism is another significant threat to the State. These include lone and foreign terrorist organizations such as the ISIS, Hezbollah, racial shootings in churches and schools, among other terrorist groups that focus on attacking the United States of America (Placeholder1). Natural disasters including flooding, wild fires, drought, hurricanes, and tornadoes, among others have been identified to cause a threat in Taxes. To some extent possibilities of coral mass ejections occurring in different regions in Taxes have shown certain magnitude of effects and threats including loss of lives, properties, and increased costs within the State. Other threats that have been identified to cause effects in Houston in clued cyber-attacks where hostile foreign nations, terrorists, insiders, as well as criminal use to attack the States thus disrupting delivery of critical services within the State. Finally, the analysis of public health threats from the homeland security identifies different effects caused by the various threats such as natural disasters and terrorism. For example, occurrences of wildfire and hurricane have displaced residents and led to electrical discharge that have been found to have major effects to the Texans. For instance, the spread of infectious diseases such as the reported pandemic of H1N1 in Mexico in 2009, the 2014 Ebola threat in Dallas from West Africa all these showing the increased risk of emerging of such infections in the State.

C. Explain the degree to which your state or region is at risk and vulnerable to the threats or hazards.

In understanding the degree, possibility, or vulnerability of occurrence of these threats  in Taxes, through risk assessment matrix, several issues have been identified.  For example, the analysis shows that by 2020, statistics show that the population of Taxes to have been risen to about 29 million people. This shows 15% population growth from the statistics taken in 2010. Similarly, the economy of the state would likely keep on expanding, due to advancement in energy sector, agriculture, improvising of chemicals, increased technology, stability in financial services, as well as improvement in healthcare. These sectors would be playing major roles in stabilizing the economy of the state as well as for the entire country. The development, together with the population blooming , place escalating requirements on infrastructure such as pipelines bridges, roads, and, ports with the aging roads increasing the danger of production and technological threats. On the other hand interdependencies within the  sectors would likely be elevated. For instance,  High season the requireent and usage for power in Houston Texas would  increase by 6%  expected to be in 2015 to 2020. This would be 8% inrease in the general capacity. On the other hand, the  demand for Water will grow by a margin of above 5% estimated to be between 2011 to 2020. The irrigation equalizes by increase in urban, electricity production, manufacturing, and mining use. Texas will remain the most natural risk-susceptible state in the country (McEntire, 2018). Drought will lead to a growing problems across the majority of the nation, with wildfires in central Texas, tornadoes in north central Texas, flooding in east Texas, and hurricanes/tropical storms along the Gulf Coast ongoing to bathe most common and vicious  natural calamities. Texas will also remain susceptible to contagious disease outbreaks and epidemics. When it comes to the environment, fair trade has several impacts. For instance, the producers are told to leave the buffer zones around conservation locations, limit using a lot of water when irrigating crops, and ensure that there is proper disposal of organic wastes sustainably. Those individuals who advocate for fair trade contend that the eco-benefits spread beyond those rules and through assisting in promoting the smaller producers it helps the individuals who are probable to use justifiable old growing techniques that are environmentally friendly. However, these practices might have negative impacts too. For instance, by promoting these more costly practices, the individuals practicing fair trade might take the already small increases in wages from the premium prices and use it towards these novel practices (Krasnozhon, Simpson, & Block, 2015).

Mitigation on controlling fairtrade within the Taxes is a slo critical factor in controlling stability and reducing food poinsoning. DAccording to Hayes in 2006, Fairtrade has the ability to offset monopolistic behavior in the market where the producers do sell to, advancing the competition and hence improved conditions of the relegated producers. This is encouraged by the developed market power of the small farmers when they become systematized in the cooperative. Fairtrade does enhance productivity since it has spillover impacts that improve technology as well as capacity building appliances between the fair trade companies and importers. The Fairtrade prices can be argued to twist stability of and cause overflow, sold in the conformist market. It can also be argued that Fairtrade improves the conditions for the non-fair trade producers and leads to amplified rivalry in the market that the manufacturers are selling to, does force the middlemen to pay increased prices to the non-fair trade producers. However, the Fairtrade market share can be argued to be small when considering imposing a significant impact on the market (Mogensen & Nielsen, 2013, p.24).

In summary, Fairtrade can be argued to have several economic impacts. The Fairtrade minimum price is important as it does support the producers like the farmers who grow such products as coffee, bananas, and cocoa to become more income safe as well as less susceptible to poverty. Fairtrade has also gradually empowered communities to organize into cooperatives and improve their negotiating power within the supply chain. This enables the producers to negotiate for a higher process for their goods than the conventional market prices. Fairtrade also develops the access to the agricultural services such as organic training as well as premium markets. This has led to farmers develop an incentive of farming better and selling more. The additional income that is received from the Fairtrade premium does support improved farming, robust cooperatives as well as investment in cooperative assets to advance crops as well as yields. 

Environmentally, Fairtrade standards do cover the primary arrears regarding the protection of the environment, energy as well as in reducing the emission of the greenhouse gases, ensuring the best quality of soil and water, managing pests and protecting biodiversity. It also prohibits the production genetically modified organisms as well as harmful chemicals that might affect individuals, crops, soils, and environment as a whole. It also calls for waste management. Fairtrade promotes training for farmers including advising them on substituting to environmentally friendly practices like advancing the nutrient-rich soils that encourage health crops and encourage wildlife to assist in controlling pests and diseases. Fairtrade has helped some farmers shift to less toxic pesticides which are both environmentally friendly and safe to the health of the farmer. Fairtrade has provided access to finance, producer support and expertise in handling the climatic changes, and to support the long-term environmental sustainability (Fairtrade Foundation, 2017).
When it comes to social impacts, Fairtrade has enabled producers as well as employees to have the actual logic of governance over their future as it gives them increased supremacy and expression. It enables employees to realize their rights and discuss their preferences regarding their work through being unionized as well as collective bargaining. The employees working in firms that are Fairtrade certified, there is a high valuation of the investments that are created through the Fairtrade premium in education, advanced housing, as well as good medical services. For instance, the Fairtrade premium has seen an improvement in the housing for the plantation employees in Texas. The rural communities have benefited from Fairtrade Premiums as individuals have cooperated in community development projects such as improved accessibility to the schooling for children as well as grownups and advanced healthcare settings (Dickson & Hutton, 2013, 56).
D. Explain whether you would or would not support the use of a per capita funding formula for federal homeland security preparedness grant funding for your state or region. Justify your decision.
Through the Guidance by the  specific workplan as provided within the Texas Homeland Security Strategic Plan, The Homeland Security Grants Division assists investments in research and development as well as homeland security planning of strategic system, organization of its duties, resourcing certain elements such as equipments, conducting training, as well as carrying out exercises. In other circumstances the Grant funding highlights issues founds through the State Preparedness Report which is published annually to achieve certain objectives required through the  annual Threat and Hazard Identification program as well as Risk Assessment. The evaluations also can be used to highlight significant ability for  Texas’ to acquires such goals. The Homeland Security Grants Division can also be used to increase security prone areas within the borders such as the Texas-Mexico as well as the water borders. Therefore the  grants serves as resources to reach out massivelyand in identifying, detering, as well as  disrupting drugs along the borders, human trafficking, and contraband and criminal entry. 
E. Describe the roles and responsibilities of your state and local agencies in homeland security efforts.

The  main mandate   of the State and the local agencies in provided facilities required for the disaster preparedness. Specifically, the government of Texas is committed towards financing several  projects and agencies in preventing, protecting, mitigating, responding, as well as recovering from risks and vulnerabilities affecting the homeland safety (Martin, 2019). These are the critical priorities for the homeland security and they are based on investment and resourcing. In addition to that, the government is dertrmined towards disaster prepareddness programes such as proper planning, training the people taking part in the peparedness, performing various exercises, conducting public outreach within all affected regions. This creates a longterm strategy in dealing with the challenge and also provides stability within the states vurnerable places. 

F. Describe your state or region's reliance on the federal government for assistance with homeland security efforts.

The Homeland Security Grants Division (HSGD) which promotes certain strategies to that mitigate terrorismas well as other catastrophic cases also sets and prepares Texans for the hazards and threats that show the highest challenge towards the resilience and safety of Texas as well as the whole state(Taylor & Swanson, 2018).”. Therefore, grant finance helps Texas legal jurisdictions in delivering, sustaining, and building major occurences thus promoting the Preparedness Goal of the nation, “A secure and resilient state with the capabilities exp ected across the whole community to prevent, protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from the assults and challenges  that pose the greatest risk(Taylor & Swanson, 2018).”

Through the Guidance by the  specific workplan as provided within the Texas Homeland Security Strategic Plan, The Homeland Security Grants Division assists investments in research and development as well as homeland security planning of strategic system, organization of its duties, resourcing certain elements such as equipments, conducting training, as well as carrying out exercises. In other circumstances the Grant funding highlights issues founds through the State Preparedness Report (SPR) which is published annually to achieve certain objectives required through the  annual Threat and Hazard Identification program as well as Risk Assessment (THIRA). The evaluations also can be used to highlight significant ability for  Texas’ to acquires such goals(Martin, 2019).

The Homeland Security Grants Division can also be used to increase security prone areas within the borders such as the Texas-Mexico as well as the water borders. Therefore the  grants serves as resources to reach out massivelyand in identifying, detering, as well as  disrupting drugs along the borders, human trafficking, and contraband and criminal entry. 

G. The contingency plan


In dealing with terrosism, Texas is committed in improving the law enforcement  as a means of preventing terrorism from the territory. Texas will improve its network of law enforcement relationships through developing advanced, common approaches to targeting terrorist and criminal threats. For instance, in Houston fusion centers are recognized together with other nodes of intelligence which interacts on a daily basis to sharing information collected and shown to have threats. Also there is support provided for criminal investigations, as well as organizing intelligence within the region.
Therefore, the plan is based various steps. Prevention is the first step in the planning. This is achieved through improving law enforcement and using technology in combating the identified hazards or threats. Establishment of command and control centers is critical for disaster preparedness. The government of Texas has partnered with federal government for funding of the projects and development of efficient security on the ground, air , and marine. 

The second contingency goal is to protect Texans, their borders, and any form of property from terrorism. The objective is to enhance the resiliency and security of Texas systems of infrastructure, assets, and facilities, while focusing on lifeline sectors of transportation, financial services, energy, and water. The strategy also focuses on reducing the risk of radiological, chemical, nuclear, and explosive threats through early and enhanced detection of such threats in Texas. The homeland security also provides security for agricultural industry by reducing the vulnerability to man made threats such as deforestation as well as natural hazards. The third goals would be to mitigate through feasibility study where planning is conducted to minimize the threats through which terrorism and other disasters affecting the country pose to the critical functions of the state, property, and people. It also pushed for legislative and judicial process that protects the people from any form of danger within the state. The fourth goals is to respond to certain disaster preparedness include seeking funds from the local and federal government. Finally, recovery is the final step where plans, processes, and structure are maintained at all levels. 

Table 1 Contingency plan



H. Explain the collaboration and communication that would and should occur between your state, local, federal, and regional agencies in homeland security efforts.

The future of Homeland security shows the amount of information which is readily available as well as critical for efficient and effective law enforcement and legal matters is expected to increase drastically. Therefore, communication within the different entities such as the federal government and the state involve subsequent use of technology in organizing, storing, as well as analyzing the data constantly. This includes the use of  hardware, software as well as bandwidth in transferring data within those differing areas. For the aunthe tification and security of this transfer within different departments, regions and areas, the state require civil liberties, individual privacy, civil rights all of which would be based on data structures and policies. Moreover, to improve the system in sharing information on major threats for protective actions, Texas encourages the implementation and prioritization of crucial infrastructure risk-reduction strategies like improvement of  physical security within the state (for instance, the implementation of the regulators of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design), improvement of cyber security, promoting resilience based on continuity planning focused towards effective business, as well as involving major issues related to infrastructure focused on response, mitigation, as well as recovery plans. Through these activities, certain impacts will be migated focused towards improving the impact of occurrence of certain incidences while also helping to ensure the progressive delivery of critical services within the  communities

I. Describe at least three challenges related to information sharing and establishing interoperable communications among your local and state agencies and federal agencies. Then explain the implications of each challenge on your state or region and how you might address the challenges.

Lack of funds is one of the main challenges affecting homeland security in Houston Taxes. This is based on the increasing population and uncontrolled immigration especially from mexico. Another challenge is the climatic condition of the state possing a risk of wild fires that pose significant threat to Texans. Another challenge to homaland security in Taxes is the demographics of the state. Taxes is located at the border of Mexico thus opening the threat of drug trafficing and terrorism in the stste. Also due to increased immigration of Mexican’s and latinos in the state racial issues have riased insecurity in the areas. For instance, the recent shooting of students in El Paso is clear show of racism which pose a threat to the security to Texas. In dealing with these issues the department of homeland security in partnership with the local and federal government have invested in reserch and development in planning, training, and improvement of the security and early detection, protection, mitigation, and recovery from any form of threats internally or externally. Through this the government is able to secure air, marine, and its borders from foreign invasion. However, more reserach and funding is required to sustain the issue. Another effect is availability of efficient legal framework which guard the borders.

J. Explain the role of technology in homeland security efforts in your state or region.

Technoogy plays a critical role in homeland security as there are many machines that can detect and control all forms of threats at ease as compared to sevveral attacks that hhave been ochastrated in US soil in the past. For instance, Biometric technologywhich refers to a defensive tool which refers to s system of detecting human beings through behavioural and physiological traits. The homeland security has enhance ther beiometric tools thrugh collection of such traits from people living in the country as well as foreigner visiting the state and the entire country. The system requires the individuals to enrol where the subjects’ biometric data is collected through provision of proof f identity called identifiers. A recogntion system is used as the data is collected, goes through a form of analysis, encoding, as wel as storing the data within the template to be used in the future. From the enrolment, the informatio goes through indentification branch where the individual is identified. Although this tehnology is useful in the the entire counry aspecially in the borders, several negative factrs have been identifed. For example, respiratory illnesses, scars within the fingure tips, and also environmental conditions such as lightining affecting facial recognition. The State of Texas use this technology in the airports and other commuter concentrated areas such as railway stations. Another major technology used is the Retinal Recognition Systems. The technology usually records different parttens of the blood vessels within the narrow nerve within the eyeball. However, this technology can be affected by factors such as various diseases including the diabetes, AIDS, and glaucoma. Highblood pressure has possible negative effects on such retinal idetification. Other technology system used include the Iris Recogntion Ssystem, Fingerprint Recognition Systems, Hand Geometry Recognition system, Facial Recognitions, Speech Pattern Recognition, Signature Recognition systems, Geospatial Information Systems, among others. These technology based aspects of homeland security can be addressed through GIS or detection capabilities usiing accurate threat analysis. 

K. Explain ethical and legal implications of homeland security policies on your state or region and how you would address them.

Intergration of ethical and legal framework within the Homeland security is critical. For insttance, homelnd security legislation such as the USA Freedom Act 2015 and USA Patriot Act 2001, as well as laws governing domestic surveillance is critical. These laws control the survaillence of people living within the states through the use of various technology such as drones. There are also civil security policy which control which intergrates homeland security through ensuring that the processes adhere to laws provided. 
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